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service men and women have been deployed and remain on duty in the 
demanding dimate of the Persian Gulf region. They, too, face consider­
able hardship and danger. We are grateful for the loyalty, devotion to 
duty, and sacrifices of the members of our Armed Forces. Yet we know 
that military strength alone carmot save a nation or bring it prosperity 
and peace; as the Scripture speaks, "Unless the Lord watches over the 
city, the watchman stays awake in vain." With these grave concerns 
before us, we do well to recall as a Nation the power of faith and the 
efficacy of prayer. 

The Psalmist proclaimed: "God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble." Today let us turn to Him, both as individuals 
and as a Nation, to ask for His continued mercy and guidance. Let us 
pray for peace in the Persian Gulf, and let us ask the Lord to protect all 
those Americans and citizens of other nations, who are working to 
uphold the universal cause of freedom and justice half a world away 
from home. May it please the Lord to grant all leaders of nations in­
volved in this crisis the wisdom and courage to work towards its just 
and speedy resolution. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 673, has authorized and re­
quested the President to issue a proclamation designating November 2, 
1990, as a National Day of Prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim November 2, 1990, as a National Day 
of Prayer for American service personnel and American civilians sta­
tioned or held hostage in the Persian Gulf region. I urge all Americans 
to pause on this day to pray for these individuals and their families. I 
ask that prayer be made for the commanders of American military 
forces in the region and leaders in other nations that have deployed 
military forces in the Middle East to stop this aggression. I also urge 
the American people and their elected representatives to give thanks to 
God for His mercy and goodness and humbly to ask for His continued 
help and guidance in all our endeavors. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day 
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6222 of November 3,1990 

National Week To Commemorate the Victims of the 
Famine in Ukraine, 1932-1933 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
During the brutal famine that struck the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re­
public from 1932 to 1933, more than seven million men, women, and 
children died of starvation. Tragically—and to the horror of all those 
who cherish the blessings of life and liberty—this deadly famine was 
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not caused by drought or by failed harvests. Rather, it resulted from a 
cruel and deliberate effort to destroy the spirit and the will of the 
Ukrainian people. 

Between 1932 and 1933 the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, imder the leadership of Joseph Stalin, willfully permitted 
and even encouraged mass starvation in Ukraine. In an effort to en­
force the collectivization of agriculture and to eliminate resistance to 
Moscow's rule by terror, Soviet authorities not only seized Ukrainian 
farmers' 1932 crop but also prevented desperately needed aid from 
reaching impoverished villages. 

The United States Commission on the Ukraine Famine, mandated by 
the Congress to study this terrible tragedy and to expand public knowl­
edge of it, has substantiated the belief that the famine was indeed the 
result of deliberate policies of the Soviet Government of that time. 
After months of hearings, eyewitness testimony, and the careful consid­
eration of other documentation, the Commission concluded: "There is 
no doubt that large numbers of inhabitants of the Ukrainian SSR and 
the North Caucasus Territory starved to death in a man-made famine 
in 1932-1933, caused by the seizure of the 1932 crop by Soviet authori­
ties." 

This year the Central Committee of the Ukrainian Communist Party ac­
knowledged that the famine was caused and sustained by Stalin and 
his associates. The current Soviet Government, led by President Gorba­
chev, has begun to confront the terrible legacy of Stalin and his era. It 
has begim to take important initial steps toward filling in the "blank 
pages" of Soviet history and ensuring the respect for human rights and 
human dignity that is essential to prevent such events from ever hap­
pening again. These steps are important, and they are encouraging. 

As the United States Conunission on the Ukraine Famine asserted, it is 
hoped that the lessons learned through this terrible tragedy, including 
"the concealment of criminal policies by those who perpetrate them," 
might provide insights which can be of use in confronting the chal­
lenges of similar events. This week, in commemorating the Ukraine 
famine, we reaffirm our determination to do just that. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 329, has designated the week 
of November 3 through November 10,1990, as "National Week to Com­
memorate the Victims of the Famine in Ukraine, 1932-1933." The Con­
gress has also requested the President to issue a proclamation in ob­
servance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of November 3 through No­
vember 10, 1990, as National Week to Commemorate the Victims of the 
Famine in Ukraine, 1932-1933. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities that express our continued determination to uphold the 
God-given and inalienable rights and dignity of all human beings. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two himdred and 
fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 
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